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From the Desk of the Director
On behalf of the staff of the Jackson County Technology Center, I want to
welcome our new students and welcome back our returning students. The
JCTC offers 7 programs: Automotive, Construction, Information Technology,
Instrumentation and Controls, Medical, Teacher Academy, and Welding. We
also have satellite programs on all three high school campuses. It was an
exciting summer sending students to national competitions-HOSA and
Microsoft Academy, plus summer camps at the Fab Lab (27 different camps).
The state rankings are in, and we want to recognize Career and Technical
Education programs who finished in the top 5 in the state: #1: Teacher
Academy year one and two (Gena Heffner) and Information Technology year
one and two (Rickey Corker); #2 Welding 1 (Paul Heffner); #3-Automotive 2
(Nic Wages), Concepts of Ag Science (Bo Long), and Marketing (Bethany
Kell). Automotive students also passed more ASE certifications than any other
program. Our students also completed over 158 National Certifications that
count in the Accountability Model and 448 overall! Great job students and
teachers!

Maritime Report
We are entering the 4th year of our
partnership with Ingalls Shipbuilding. This year’s
maritime class consists of eight students. We
currently have eighteen former students who have
completed the program and are employed at Ingalls
shipbuilding. We wish the current maritime
candidates good luck this year.

Dr. J.J. Morgan

Open House

Our JCTC hosted an open house on Monday, August 12, from 4-6 p.m. It coincided with a career fair and an open
house at VHS. We were excited to have 89 people attend! This was a great opportunity for teachers to meet parents
and guardians and show them the exemplary programs that we offer. We would like to thank everyone who
attended.

Students of the Month
August
Automotive- Austin Wallace
Construction- Me’Aunta’e Mcmeans
Information Technology- Ethan Stork
Instrumentation & Controls- Hunter Jones
Health Sciences- Layla Nettles
Teacher Academy- Emilee Stone
Welding- Chaz Pylate

September
Automotive- Hunter Budnick
Construction- Elijah Jenkins
Information Technology- Mary Rhea
Instrumentation & Controls- Kayla Williams
Health Sciences- Aspen Broadus
Teacher Academy- Braxton Dagg

Fab Lab Summer Camp

The camps are composed of multiple week-long camps during the summer,
and camps can be booked either for the mobile lab or stationary during the
school year. They have camps for coding, robotics, laser engraving, 3.D design
and printing, and vinyl cutting. Campers can be from 5 to 15 years old; the
older camp is for 8-15 years old, while the younger camp serves 5-8 year olds.
A mobile lab goes to other schools such as Moss Point and Pascagoula, which
is mostly paid for by sponsors such as Chevron and Mississippi Power. During
this time, multiple ambassadors from the district are chosen, and they work
during the school year and for two weeks within the summer. The senior
ambassadors can work for a $1000 scholarship.

Career Fair

The annual JCTC career fair was held on September 12 from 8-2. Students
had the chance to visit several representatives from colleges and employers
to learn more about career opportunities available to them. JCTC would like
to thank all of the groups that participated, including Roy Anderson
(NAWIC), William Carey, Mississippi State, MGCCC, NASA, Chevron, Acadian
Ambulance Service, Singing River Hospital, and Gulfport Job Corps.

Spotlight Program

Microsoft Nationals
Our JCTC Information Technology program
was well represented at the Microsoft
Nationals Competition. It was held in
Orlando, Florida, on June 17. Alexis Rushing
and Sean McClellan qualified for this
competition by winning first in the state, fall
or spring, in any Microsoft programs such as
Word, Powerpoint, Excel, etc. When Mr.
Corker, the I.T. instructor, was asked how he
felt about sending two students to national
competition, he said, “I’m proud of them.
They worked hard and earned their way into
the competition.”
Sean McClellan had this to say
about his experience, “It was fun. I learned
quite a bit, like how to improve my skills in
word 2013. They did their best to make
everyone feel at home.”

The spotlight program is Automotive. In Automotive, students learn about proper car maintenance and repair, such as how
to solder wires, check oil, change tires, and repair transmissions. All of these prove to be valuable life lessons. Mr. Wages said
that his students have many opportunities such as scholarships, internships, completion opportunities, and national
certification opportunities. When asked about what he enjoyed about automotive, Hunter Budnick, September student of
the month, said, “It has given me a new understanding of cars. I get now ‘why’ things happen. It has also helped me learn
how to take the same concepts of automotive and apply them to other areas. ” Automotive ranked first in national
certifications last year.

HOSA

Our award-winning medical program represented JCTC well at all levels of the HOSA (Health Occupations Students
of America) competition. When asked about the benefits of HOSA, Nurse Bean, the Vancleave medical instructor, said,
“HOSA is an organization that allows students to increase their medical skills, connect with others in the industry, and
learn valuable leadership skills.” Nurse Collier of St. Martin said, “The mission of HOSA is to empower HOSA-Future Health
Professionals to become leaders in the global health community through education, collaboration, and experience. They
are always challenged to step out of their normal ways.”
The Vancleave HOSA chapter had twelve members last year, nine of whom won their district competitions and
qualified for state, and seven of whom won their state competitions and qualified for the International Conference this
past June in Orlando, Florida. The St. Martin chapter has over twenty members, twelve who competed at district
competition. East Central had three who advanced to state, and one who attended International Conference. Of these
students, five placed and went to state. We wish our future leaders the best of luck in next year’s competition.
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